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The Top Ten.... touch o

timeless?

1.1984 George Orwell (1948)

2.To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee (1960)

3.Animal Farm George Orwell (1945)

4.Lord of the Flies William Golding (1954)

5.0f Mice and Men John Steinbeck (1937)

6.The Harry Potter Series JK Rowling (1997)

7.A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens (1843)

8.The Catcher in the Rye JD Salinger (1951)

9.Great Expectations Charles Dickens (1861)

10.Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen (1813)
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The case for the
prosecution...
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world... timeless?

Most of these novels were published before your
parents were born.
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world... timeless?
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1861, 1945, 1954....These texts were written in very different
times to today. Life was not the same as it is in 2015. If we want
to challenge and interest young readers then we need to find
complex modern works.

Can we not find something from today that reflects young
readers’ lives and asks important questions?
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These books do exist on the list..near the end:

refugee boy
benjamin
zephaniah
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Out of touch with the modern touch or
timeless?
world...

“There are too many classics in there...I've
nothing against the classics but they are
extremely hard to get through. The list is not
reflective of the world and what children are
reading today”

Librarian and English Teacher Nicola Davison
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world... timeless:

°Fact: None of the top ten books has
featured in the top ten bestselling
teen fiction novels for many years.
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world... timeless®

Fact: The Fault In Our Stars by John Green has
recently sold more than 5 million copies...The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins outsells Harry

Potter on amazon.

THE fauLT
INOURSTARS

-

SUZANNE
COLLINS




Out of touch with the modern Out of
touch or

world... timeless?

Can we not just be a bit more creative? All
of those wonderful books that are out there
to choose from...but it’s the same ones
again and again on these lists.

The top ten pretty much all feature on past
or current GCSE / A Level curriculum...it’s so
unimaginative.
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The case for the defence...
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Timeless texts that stretch tou“ch°§r

and challenge... timeless?

Teen books don’t always provide the same
challenge that a classic novel does:

“A book like The Fault In Our Stars is a
challenge of sorts, but it's not the same sort
of rigorous challenge presented by Orwell or

Dickens”
Secondary Teacher Libby Smith
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Timeless texts that stretch tou“ch°§r

and challenge... timeless?

Young readers need coaxing away from
their comfort zone in terms of reading:

“When you look at what students
read, it’s fun, it’s safe”

English Teacher Chris Curtis
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and challenge... timeless?
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George Orwell (number 1 and number 3 on the chart):

“...his ability to observe so precisely what was going on
around him coupled with a clarity of thought and simplicity
of language make his work easy to understand”

“Orwell teaches us to think; to write down our thoughts as [(§
individuals and not be afraid to express ourselves”

Orwell’s son Richard Blair A
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Timeless texts that stretch tou“ch°§r

and challenge... timeless?
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Do you need to be living in the same culture and
at the same time (and even in the same reality)
as the characters to appreciate what they are
experiencing?

If not, then all Science Fiction (for example) is
pointless.



Timeless texts that stretch Out of
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M andacnaienge... timeless?

Sometimes, lessons from the past can help us reflect on the
present:

1984:. CCTV surveillance culture and constant monitoring

To Kill a Mockingbird: Racism and injustice

Of Mice and Men: Coping with consequences of a global
economic depression

Pride and Prejudice: Love and relationships



. Out
Timeless texts that stretch tou”ch°§r

and challenge... timeless?

Because English Teachers
say so!
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The Top Ten.... touch o

timeless?

1.1984 George Orwell (1948)

2.To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee (1960)

3.Animal Farm George Orwell (1945)

4.Lord of the Flies William Golding (1954)

5.0f Mice and Men John Steinbeck (1937)

6.The Harry Potter Series JK Rowling (1997)

7.A Christmas Carol Charles Dickens (1843)

8.The Catcher in the Rye JD Salinger (1951)

9.Great Expectations Charles Dickens (1861)

10.Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen (1813)
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ST In summary... timeless?

Out of touch... Timeless classics...

They’re (really) ol/d. They challenge readers like
modern texts don’t.

They don’t sell millions of copies. It takes young readers out of their
comfort zone.

They don’t reflect today’s society  Just because it’s old, it doesn’t
or culture. make it not relevant for us today.

You've heard the two points of view: now
decide what vou think...



